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An Addreſs Preſznted to the Reverend and Learned Miniſters of the 
Church of England, by one ſincerely deſireons of finding out the Truth, 
zn behalf of himſelf and others equally concerwd, as well for their 
an as the general Satisfattion. 
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HERE can be no doubt, butthat the main Concern of Man in 

this Vale of Tears, is the Salvation of his Soul. It this beloit, he 

loſes all : if this be gained, he gains all; and both tor an Eternity. No bo- 
dy thencanblame me, if being ſolicicous to ſave my Soul, I have recourſe 
to thoſe, whoſe Learning ws needs enable them, and whoſe Charity can- 
not bur incline them to inſtruc me in this weighty Afﬀair. Irtheretore hum- 


Eng 
Doubts. 

Ent, Tdefire to know, whether all things neceſſary to Salyation are 
conrainedin Scripture? If not, where muſt I ſeck them ? It they be, 
then they are either clearly contained in it, ſo that there is no need of 
an Interprerer, for the meaning of the words; or not. It there benoneed 
of any ſuch Interpreter, then I humbly ask what theſe neccſſaries to 
Salvation are, and in what Chapter and Verſe of Scripture each of 
them may be found. For Example, Is the Relict of a Trimzty, One 
| God and Three Perſons, neceſſary to Salvation? Ifir te; as the Creed 
of St.. Athanaſius aſſures. us it is, in what Chaprer and Verſe of Scri- 
pture is it cleaily expreſſed ?* If you ſend me tothe 1 Epiſt. of St. Zobn, 
Chap. 5. Verſ. 7. where weread, T here areT hree who gre T efttmony mm 
Heaven, the Father, the Word, and Holy Ghoſt, and theſe Three are One; 
or.co the Goſpel of St. Joby, Chgp. 10. Ver zo. land my kather are One; 
Idefire you to ſhew clearly out of Scripture, that the Word One here 
ſipnifies a ſtri& Identity or Union of Subſtance, as the Church of Z»gland 
holds, nota meer moral Union, as many Learned 4rians and others 
will have it, and as we all conteſs the ſame word ſignifies in St. John, 
Chap 17. Ver.z. where our Lord prays that all Belieyers may be One, 
as he and his Father are One; where ceriainly he cannot be ſuppoſed to 
mean Oxe in Subſtance. In what Verſe then and Chapter in Scripture 
have wetheſe or the like Words, The Word One in the r Epilt. of St. Yobs, 


bly 'beſeech you moſt Reverend and Learned Doctors of the Church of _ 
land to afford me a clear and ſatisfactory Solution of theſe following 
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[conceive ought to be, if all Neceſlaries to Salvation be clearly contained 
in Scripture. Now if the Belief of a Trwity be not neceſſary to Salva- 
tion, I deſire it may be clearly owned. in theſe or the like words : *Z 7s not 
neceſsary for Salvation to believe Three Per/ons and One God, notwith- 
Fandmg the Creed of St. Athanaſius, aud Definition of the Firſt Council 
" of Nice, when the Church was in her Purity not the leafi corrupted. 

Again, Is the Beliefof the Incarnation neceſſary for Salvation £ Where 
is itclearly expreſſed in Scripture? You refer me to St. Fohn, Chap. r, 
The Word is made Fleſh. But you know that many Learned Men, -Ne- 

ſtorius and others, denyed that Word to ſignifie a ftrict Incarnation, but 
cither a Moral Union, or a meer exterfial appearance of a Man, as thoſe 
who held Chriſt notto havea real buta phantaſtick Body. Now beplea- 
ſed toſhew me in what Vetſe or Chapter it is clearly expreſſed, that the 
faid words ſignifie a ſtrit Incarnation, Butif you deny the Belief ot this 

- Myſtery to be neceflary ro Salyation, own it for our fatisfattion, in theſe 
er the like words ; If rs not neceſſary for Salvation to velieve, that the 
Second Perſon of the bleſſed Trinity was made true Man. And if the 
Belief of neither Trimrynor Incarnation are neceſſary , thew me what is, 
and where expreſſed in Scripture. 

Then in order to Pracice, I deſire to know whether it be neceſſary to. 
Salvation, to keep holy the Loyd's-Day, that is Sunday and not Satur- 
day. If it be, Idefireto know in what Chapter and Verſe it is clearly 
contained in Scripture; as alſo where the Abrogation of the Saturday: is 
clearly expreſſed. If it be not neceſſary tcr Salvation te. keep holy the. 
Lord's-Day,. I defire your warrant for it in thefe or the like terms; 1: «s 
uot neceſſary to keep holy the Lord's.-Day, that «©, Sunday. ene 

It you ſay that eyery one is only bound to belieye what is clearto him ©}. 
in Scripture, reading it with fincerity and humility, then I muſt defice to - 
&naw, What if I reading Scripture fincerely and with humility , cannot 
find clearly. expreffed either the Trmty or Incarnation ? will it not be 
neceſlary forthe Salvation of my Soul to believe theſe two Myſteries ? 

Put the Caſe I haye recourſe ( as by theſe I have ) to Church-Guides, 
and they te:1 me I muſt belieyc thofe Myſteries; is. it neceſlary 1 believe 
theſe Guides 2: If-it be; then Scripture alene.is nor dear:in Neceflaries to 
Salvation ; for here Fam obliged to believe what is net clear tome -in- Scri> 
pture, Again, amI bound to keep holy Swueday, tho. 1 find no Precept: 
for itin Scripture, and not Saturday, tho1 find an expreſs Command for: 


it,, n0-whete Abrogatey in Scripture, becauſe my Gaades. tell. me L owſt: | 


"> "TS 


F tianofmy Soul, For how.can Lbe Saved, if Lknow not whatis.ne 


(39. 
So fo? KI muſt, then Guts are oe 
alone without them is not ſufficient. Be 
Scripture alone 15.n0t ſufficient, without Guides to Interpret it. If not- 
withſtanding my G#zdes Iam not bound to believe either Triity or Iy- 
carnation, or obſerve Sunday, then I mult beg of you co warrant with your 
Authority thefe words : I 272 not bound to keep holy the Lord's Day or San- 
day, tho the Guides df the Church tell me 1 muii, if 1 cannot find it 
clearly in Scripture. | | 

But you'l rell me, That Necellarigs to Salvation arc either clear In Seri. 
pture, or evidently deduced out of Scripture. Very: well. Aſſn then 
theſe Neceſlaries, and deduce them outof Scripture ; ſhew the Verſe and 
Chapterfrom whence is evidently dequcedan Obligation.to keep holy Surr- 
day and not Saturday. Again, the Evidence of that. DeduGiion is either 
had immediazely ftom-the meer reading gf Scripture, without help of 
Guides, and- then. 1 deſire to [ce the places fromwhencetheſe Neceffities 
are evidently inferr'd; or it catngthe had-but by. the help-of Gaides, and 
thenthe Scripture alone is not ſufficient. 


Secondly, But if all Nexeſſarics to.Salvagion be not cleax enongh in Scri- 
pture to be underſtood without any Interpreter, thenit will be neceſſary to 


know who and where the Interpreter is. If you remft me to the Deciſion 
of the true Church, it will be neceſſary to know which is that Church. If 


you tell me all Chriſtian Churches joyned together; thenit follows that I. 
* ambound to belieye nothing but what all Chriſtians agree in ; for what they 


difaprecin, cannotbe the Sentiment or Deciſion of the whole Church, but 
only of a part of ir. I am notthen obliged to believe the Trinity ; fortl.c 
Arians, tho? Chriſtians, deny it; I am not obliged to believe the Incar- 


Incarmtion, 'but only by a Moral Union; that is, he was a Man who had 
the Authority of God as his Plenipotentiary, and the like. Now thenlee 
me know on what all Ch riſtians agrec, and let mc have y OUT Warrant thar 
I am bound to belicve neither the 7rmry nor /ncarnation, nor any thing, 
wheaxgin all Chriſtians do not agree. Now if youtell meIamobligedto: 
ſtand to the Determination of one particutar Church; evſoemeand-nar all, 
tell me which: and why that or thoſe more than others ? What Church, for 
example, were patticular Perſons bound to tollow.Fwo hundred years ago, . 
before the Refor mation. | 
I conceive, at Aniwerro theſe Doubts abſolutely neceſſary forthe Salva. 


ceſlar 
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eeffiry to Salyati6n, andScripture 
pleaſed toown this. Propofition --- 


vation, for many Chriſtians deny that Chriſt was God made Man by a trict 
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thereunto!?l need not ſay afatisfatory one,for no other can flow from your 
Learned and Vertuous Pens; Ionly fear that ſome Pin feather'd Divine, 

out of an itch to appear in Print may preyent yours. and put me off with a 

Flim-flam, or an uncharitable Jeer, or Railing againſt ſome particular 
Church he may fancy meto be of, which is nothing to my purpoſe, who 
ſeck where I may find ſecurely Neceffaries to Salvation, not where I cannor 
find them. This would be alſo prejudicial to the Church of Eng/and; for 

\ When Men ſec Doubrs ſo ſincerely and ſubmiſſively Propoſed, Anſwered on- 
Ty with Jeers, Railing and InviQtives, or omitted andler paſs, as not defer. 
ving an Anſwer, they mult needs doubt of the Learning, as well as of the 
Vertueand Charity ot their Leaders. | 

Now were the Satisfactien I here deſire, Intended for my felf alone, it 
might have ſeemed more proper to hayc made my Addreſs in particular to 
fome one of your Reverend and Learned Body; but torafmuch as it concerns 
ſo many others, and, as [ perſuade my ſelt, will prove extremely benefici- 
al to Religion, it being the ſureſt, nay only way ro end the many Contro- 


yerſies of this Age. Lam forced todefire of you, whoſe high Character ob. 
bees yo JOU to x Zodih-Goale,. publick, and wichala ſpoed Anſwenlfhys .. 
Which you will highly oblige, ; wy """" de 
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Re-prowed a My Rood-Houſe, 1.6 8 8. 
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